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L. BACKGROUND

On March 19, 2019, a warrant was issued pursuant to the Pennsylvania
Mental Health Procedures Act Section 302 for Involuntary Emergency
Examination and Treatment! for Osaze Osagie (hereinafter “Mr. Osagie”). That
warrant was based on information received from Mr. Osagie’s father. Mr.
Osagie’s father reported that Mr. Osagie was missing, had a history of anxiety and
schizophrenia, and that he was probably off of his medications. A text message
from Mr. Osagie indicated there would be trouble with the police “in a little bit;”
that his “fast approaching deep sleep will result from a struggle between God and
evil. . . and a battle between citizens of the US and the American government;” and
“any poor soul whose life I take today, if any poor soul at all, may God forgive his
sins if he has any.”

Mr. Osagie told his father in a telephone conversation he was going to
die. He also sent a text message to a caseworker indicating he would die very
soon.

On March 20, 2019, Mr. Osagie was spotted at the local Weis Market

walking in the direction of his apartment. An on-duty patrol officer (hereinafter

150 P.S. § 7302 (“Section 302”) provides for Involuntary Emergency Examination and Treatment not to exceed 120
hours. Written applications, warrants and written statements made under section 302 of the act (50 P.S. 7302), shall
be made on Form MH-783 issued by the Department.
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“Officer #1”)* was dispatched to respond and check on Mr. Osagie. When he
arrived at the apartment, two other officers met him there (hereinafter “Officer #2
and Officer #3”). Officer #1 knocked on Mr. Osagie’s apartment door. When Mr.
Osagie opened the door, his right hand was on the interior wall of the apartment so
it could not be seen by the officers. Shortly after opening the door, Mr. Osagie
stepped back, and a steak knife with a serrated blade became visible in his right
hand. Officer #1 gave several commands to Mr. Osagie to drop the knife, to which
Mr. Osagie responded with words to the effect of shoot me. Officer #1 began to
retreat backward, and repeatedly told Mr. Osagie to drop the knife.

Officer #3 told Officer #2 to deploy his Taser on Mr. Osagie. When Mr.
Osagie heard that statement, he stepped out of view into his apartment and
concealed himself from the Officers to avoid being “tased.” Seconds later, Mr.
Osagie reappeared, running toward Officer #1 with the knife out. He was
described as running as fast as a person could run. At that time, Officer #2
deployed his Taser which had no visible effects on Mr. Osagie. As Mr. Osagie
turned toward Officer #2, Officer #1 discharged his weapon, fearing for his life and

the life of Officer #2.

2 Three officers with the State College Police Department responded to Mr. Osagie’s apartment. These officers will
be referred to throughout this report as Officer #1, Officer #2, and Officer #3, respectively.
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II. PENNSYLVANIA STATUTORY AUTHORITY ON USE OF FORCE

Law enforcement officers are authorized to use reasonable force when
necessary in the performance of their duties, after considering the totality of the
circumstances to successfully obtain lawful objectives. Pennsylvania Crimes Code
§ 508 provides police officers with the legal authority to use force while in the
performance of specific duties, to include force which a person believes is
necessary to defend himself or another from bodily harm while making an arrest.
18 Pa.C.S. § 508.

An officer is justified in using deadly force only when he or she believes that
such force is necessary to prevent death or serious bodily injury to himself or
another person. Pennsylvania law defines serious bodily injury as: “injury which
creates a substantial risk of death or which causes serious permanent disfigurement
or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any bodily member.” 18 Pa.C.S.
§ 2602. A reasonable belief is one that is based on the circumstances known to an
officer. Accordingly, police officers are justified to use deadly force to protect
themselves or another from what they reasonably believe to be an imminent danger
of death or serious bodily injury.

Police officers are directed to consider several factors when determining
whether a reasonable belief of death or serious bodily injury to themselves or

another exists. These factors include:



o whether the subject possesses the ability or means to carry out a threat of
death or serious bodily injury upon another person;

e whether the subject possesses the opportunity to inflict serious bodily injury
or cause the death of another person;

e whether the subject poses an imminent or immediate threat of death or
serious harm to another person; and

e whether issues related to preclusion have been considered and deemed
unwarranted.

For the reasons described below, the officer’s use of deadly force was
justified given the circumstances of this incident. At the time the officer
discharged his weapon, he reasonably believed that both he and his fellow officer
were in a life or death situation that posed both the threat of serious bodily injury
and death. This report will address the reasons for reaching this conclusion.
Additionally, the report will raise questions to be considered by the community and
its policy makers regarding the process of serving 302 warrants.

III. DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION

A. THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WERE REVIEWED IN RELATION
TO THIS INVESTIGATION:

e Pennsylvania State Police Reports prepared by the investigating
officer, Corporal Thomas M. Stock

o The police reports include witness interviews, the 302
warrant and photographs of the scene

e Recordings and records from Centre County 911 Center
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e Autopsy findings and Pathologist’s review

e Pennsylvania State Police Use of Force Training and Report

e Prior Police Reports regarding Mr. Osagie from the
Pennsylvania State Police, State College Police, Ferguson

Township Police, and Patton Township Police

e Medical records obtained from Strawberry Fields of State
College, Pennsylvania?

e Medical and treatment records from Community Service
Group, Opportunity Centre Clubhouse, Penn State University
Psychology Clinic, Interfaith Human Services and The
Meadows

B. INFORMATION RELATED TO THE 302 WARRANT FOR
OSAZE OSAGIE

Police took a missing person report from Mr. Osagie’s father on March 19,
2019 at approximately 9:55 p.m. Mr. Osagie’s father reported that his son was
missing from his apartment and that he had last spoken to him around 8:00 p.m.
that same evening. His father also reported that Mr. Osagie had a history of
anxiety and schizophrenia and was probably not taking his medication. Mr.
Osagie’s father was concerned that Mr. Osagie would harm himself.

Mr. Osagie’s father reported that his son’s behavior began to change

approximately two weeks ago. Mr. Osagie sent a long text message at

3 Strawberry Fields, Inc. provides community-based and residential services to children and adults with disabilities.
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approximately 4:00 p.m. In the text message, Mr. Osagie reported the following,
in part:

Tell him I will not be able to attend any more of our appointments .
. . although the police hid the secret reason, I have run into trouble
with them before for the very reason I am about to run into trouble
with them again in a little bit. The detective’s hidden reason for
getting me in trouble in the past was because of my love for God
and my love for his creation. . .

God is dead in this country, and soon I hopefully will be dead also.
My fast — approaching deep sleep will result from a struggle
between God and evil. . . and a battle between the citizens of the
US and the American government.

[T1]f my mission is successful, if I die for my God today. . . Any

poor soul whose life I take today, if any poor soul at all, may

God forgive his sins if he has any. And I pray there is no

friendly fire. Lets see how much time I have left before finding

out what life after death is really about.

Mr. Osagie’s father indicated that he had a telephone call with his son
and Mr. Osagie ended the call by saying he was going to die. Based on that
information, a 302 warrant was authorized, signed and entered into the National
Crime Information Center* system. Attempts were made in person and via

telephone to contact Mr. Osagie and his roommate on March 19, 2019. Attempts

to make contact with Mr. Osagie were not successful.

4 National Crime and Information Center is a system in which crime data is entered and accessible to criminal justice
systems nationwide. This system assists law enforcement in apprehending fugitives, locating missing persons,
recovering stolen property, and several other functions necessary to protect the public.
www.fbi.gov/services/cjis/ncic



C. STRAWBERRY FIELDS RECORDS

Mr. Osagie resided in a Community Residential Rehabilitation Program
through Strawberry Fields from March 2016 to December 2018. This period of
time was the second time he had been admitted to the program. Mr. Osagie
graduated in December 2018 in a planned discharge and moved into the apartment
where the shooting occurred.

Mr. Osagie’s medical records revealed that his diagnoses were: Axis 1 -
Paranoid Schizophrenia; Axis II — Asperger’s Disorder by history; Axis III -
histpry of brain hemangioma; Axis IV — non-adherence with medications; and
outpatient psychological treatment, chronic mental illness, and
legal/housing/social/primary support. Mr. Osagie saw a doctor for his psychiatric
needs. He participated in a peer support program from May 15, 2018 until January
16, 2019, when he requested discharge from the program.

On February 11, 2019 Mr. Osagie’s caseworker from Community Services
Group (hereinafter “CSG”)’ reported that Mr. Osagie was not doing well mentally.
His caseworker indicated that Mr. Osagie’s blended case manager® was going to

attempt to reach out to offer support. Mr. Osagie’s caseworker saw him at the

5 Community Services Group is a community-based, Pennsylvania mental health facility offering intellectual and
developmental disability and mental health services. http://csgonline.org

6 A blended case manager is someone who assists individuals with mental illness in gaining access to needed
medical, social, educational and other services.
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apartment for a scheduled meeting, but Mr. Osagie indicated he needed to go to the
bank. Mr. Osagie reported not feeling well physically and indicated he might have
to see a doctor or go to the hospital. Mr. Osagie indicated he was not going to a
meeting with his caseworker from CSG.

On February 27, 2019 Mr. Osagie voluntarily stopped seeking services with
CSG and Mobile Psych Rehab due to there being “too many doctor appointments”
to continue. At the time, Mr. Osagie was unsure when his next psychiatrist
appointment was scheduled. Mr. Osagie complained of not sleeping and having
headaches. Mr. Osagie reported that his symptoms were not psychological. He
denied having schizophrenia, instead claiming that his condition was “permanent
anxiousness.” His next visit was scheduled for March 21, 2019.

On March 19, 2019 Mr. Osagie’s father reported him missing. On March
20, 2019. Mr. Osagie’s caseworker reported the following events:

e 8:08 a.m. — attempted to call Osaze — voicemail full. Will
attempt to call other places.

e His caseworker from CSG Mobile received the following text
message last night:

“Please please tell ||| 1~

sorry for not being able to reply to her

and to |l Tell her 'm sorry
about her lost relative. Also tell her

that I’m sorry but I don’t have time to
see any of you guys in the near future
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because I myself may be uh, hurt very
soon. Very soon - - - maybe even no
longer alive. I am so sorry.”

e Advised CSG caseworker to 302 him to “hopefully intensify the
urgency of the police to try and find him.” Checked hospital to
see if he had been admitted. Hospital has a 302 and hopefully
he will be found and admitted.

e 8:44 a.m. — Called Osaze’s father — he reports Osaze is not
coherent. Refused to come to dinner. BCM updates Osaze is
pulling back from services.

e 8:59 a.m. — Called Centre Clubhouse who has not seen or heard
from Osaze.

e 10:52 a.m. — Called Osaze’s phone.

e 1:44 p.m. —Osaze’s previous peer support specialist from
Strawberry Fields saw him at Weis —headed to his apartment.
Will notify Can Help so they can alert police.

e 1:48 p.m. — Updated Can Help re: Osaze sighting.
D. Interview of Strawberry Fields Caseworker

Mr. Osagie’s caseworker from Strawberry Fields was interviewed. The
caseworker indicated he is not a counselor. His job is to link clients with services.
The caseworker reported that he typically went to Mr. Osagie’s residence every
three to four weeks. He indicated Mr. Osagie had been pulling back from services

and was regressing. He last saw Mr. Osagie in February when Mr. Osagie turned



him away. He indicated that he tried to convince him to see a doctor, but Mr.
Osagie declined.

The caseworker began noticing Mr. Osagie’s regression when he moved
from Community Residential Rehabilitation Services (hereinafter “CRR”)” to his
current apartment. Mr. Osagie’s caseworker believed Mr. Osagie was off his
medication. The caseworker saw a definite downward slide in Mr. Osagie’s
behavior and reported that Mr. Osagie was not seeing a therapist. When Mr.
Osagie’s caseworker became aware of the 302 warrant, he started making calls to
people who knew him.

E. Interview of Mr. Osagie’s Roommate

Mr, Osagie’s roommate met Mr. Osagie in December 2016 and they became
roommates in December 2018. Mr. Osagie’s roommate said that Mr. Osagie’s
behavior started changing over the last month. He thought Mr. Osagie was
depressed and did not talk much during this time period. The week before the
shooting, Mr. Osagie’s roommate reported that Mr. Osagie would not talk to him

in passing.

7 Community Residential Rehabilitation Services are designed and operated to assist persons with chronic
psychiatric disability to live as independently as possible through the training and assistant in the skills of
community living and by serving as an integrating focus for the person’s rehabilitation.

Pennsylvania Code § 5310.2.
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The roommate reported that on March 17, 2019, he saw Mr. Osagie at 3:00
a.m. reading his Bible, which was unusual because he was usually asleep at that
time. On March 19, 2019, police advised the roommate that Mr. Osagie was
missing; so, he attempted to call Mr. Osagie’s cellphone multiple times only to
discover that his cellphone was turned off. The last time the roommate heard Mr.
Osagie in the apartment was on March 19,2019 at 2:20 p.m. when he heard and
saw that the bathroom light and fan were on. When the roommate returned to the
apartment at 4:15 p.m., Mr. Osagie was not there.

The roommate reported that he went to bed on March 20, 2019 at 1:00 p.m.
and was awoken by the sounds of gun shots. The roommate stated that Mr. Osagie
had not been attending his community support group meetings with his counselor
for the last three or four weeks.

F. Police Statements Regarding the Incident

On March 19, 2019, Mr. Osagie’s father contacted the State College Police
Department regarding text messages and statements that Mr. Osagie made
regarding killing himself and potentially others. Mr. Osagie’s father met with two
officers at the State College Police Department. Mr. Osagie’s father reported that
he was unable to locate his son and provided information he had regarding threats

that had been made by Mr. Osagie.
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Both officers went to Mr. Osagie’s apartment with his father. The officers
eventually made contact with Mr. Osagie’s roommate, who indicated he had not
seen Mr. Osagie since approximately 2:00 p.m. Multiple attempts were made to
call Mr. Osagie at that time, but his phone was turned off.

An officer and Mr. Osagie’s father then proceeded to contact Can Help® to
obtain a 302 warrant. A State College police officer canvassed the area of Mr.
Osagie’s apartment, as well as checking the Weis Market. He interviewed staff
from Weis Market to determine whether anyone had seen Mr. Osagie. No
information was developed on Mr. Osagie’s location.

At 6:45 a.m. on March 20, 2019, officers of the State College Police
Department on the morning shift were briefed that there was a 302 warrant for M.
Osagie and that he was reported missing. That morning detectives made attempts
to contact Mr. Osagie via telephone, but it appeared that his cellphone was still
turned off. An officer checked the vicinity of the Hamilton Plaza shopping center,
with no contact being made with Mr. Osagie.

At approximately 1:44 p.m., Mr. Osagie’s previous peer support specialist

from Strawberry Fields saw him at the Weis Market heading toward his apartment.

8 Can Help is a hotline that provides dual diagnosis clients with mental health services.
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